The  long  impasse  concerning  membership  entrance  qualifications  and  other  related 
items  has  ceased.  Executive  Director  Maurice  Gould,  after  consultation  with  the  Board, 
has  been  able  to  effect  exact  rules  which  should  cover  all  situations.  The  large  wait- 
ing list  can  now  be  acted  upon  and  our  1971  convention  should  benefit  accordingly. 


A MESSAGE  FROM  OUR  EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 

While  our  editor,  Lee  Martin,  has  had 
a respite  for  a couple  of  months,  we  have 
had  the  necessary  time  to  formulate  our 
membership  regulations,  which  you  will 
find  published  in  this  issue. 

A number  of  applicants  for  regular 
membership  will  not  qualify  in  this  class- 
ification, but  they  could  qualify  for  the 
Associate  Membership. 

When  you  sponsor  anyone  for  Guild  mem- 
bership, it  is  necessary  to  put  him  in 
the  proper  membership  classification  as 
the  Board  of  Directors  will  have  to  vote 
according  to  our  new  Membership  By-Laws. 

After  a lengthy  discussion  with  Lee 
Martin,  our  editor,  it  was  decided  to 
prepare  six  issues  of  our  publication  in- 
stead of  ten  per  year.  We  are  still  wait- 
ing for  an  offer  from  an  interested  and 
budding  writer  to  serve  as  editor  and  al- 
low Lee  a well-earned  rest.  Don't  be  bash- 
ful and  show  your  interest  in  the  Guild 
by  helping  Lee  with  the  editorship  in  any 
way  possible. 

We  want  to  get  more  of  our  members  in- 
volved in  the  organization  and  I would 
like  a volunteer  for  publicity  chairman. 

The  job  involves  sending  out  a few  press 
releases  a year. 

I would  like  to  see  recorded  in  the 
pages  of  our  Newsletter  some  of  the  ideas 
of  our  members  and  their  thoughts  on  the 
Bi-Centennial  of  1976.  We  should  especially 


hear  from  the  members  of  the  Advisory 
Board  of  the  Bi-Centennial  Commission. 

I have  been  doing  quite  a bit  of  tra- 
velling of  late  and  no  matter  where  I go 
in  numismatic  circles,  there  is  warmth 
and  friendliness  when  meeting  with  people 
involved  in  our  hobby.  I have  always  said 
it  is  a wonderful  way  of  life  and  I know 
you  have  all  experienced  the  same  reactions. 

Do  you  have  any  suggestions  for  our  an- 
nual party  next  year?  It  will  be  held  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  in  conjunction  with  the 
ANA  Convention  and  Ray  Byrne  is  diligently 
planning  the  event.  With  your  help,  it  can 
be  the  success  of  previous  and  even  top  it. 

Maurice  M.  Gould 

NUMISMATIC  LITERARY  GUILD 
MEMBERSHIP  BY-LAWS 
(Standards  for  Admission) 

A.  Regular  Membership 

1.  Any  professional  member  of  the  editor- 
ial staffs  of  the  numismatic  press,  in- 
cluding numismatic  columnists  and  pho- 
tographers of  the  daily,  weekly,  month- 
ly or  quarterly  newspapers,  journals  or 
magazines,  are  eligible  for  membership 
into  this  Guild. 

2.  Publishers  and  editors  of  numismatic  pub- 
lishing houses  who  are  employed  on  a 
full-time  basis. 

3.  Feature  writers  whose  numismatic  writ- 
ings have  appeared  on  a regular  'basis. 

4.  Any  numismatic  writer  whose  by-line  ap- 
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pears  regularly,  at  least  four  times  a 
year,  as  an  editorial  writer,  research- 
er, etc. , in  any  national  or  interna- 
tionally published  numismatic  magazine 
or  journal. 

5.  Curators  and  Assistant  Curators  of  nu- 
mismatic museums  are  eligible  for  mem- 
bership into  this  Guild. 

B . Associate  Membership 

1.  Associate  Membership  applications  shall 
be  considered  in  this  Guild  from  the 
following  classifications  and  shall  be 
subject  to  Board  approval.  Such  appli- 
cants as  shall  be  approved  will  also  be 
subject  to  the  membership  fee  of  $20.00 
which  shall  accompany  the  application. 

2.  Authors  of  published  numismatic  books 
and  catalogs  who  have  issued  at  least 
three  titles  during  the  preceding  five 
(5)  years. 

3.  Wives  of  current  members. 

C . Honorary  Membership 

1.  Honorary  Membership  into  N.L.G.  can  be 
accepted  only  by  unanimous  approval  of 
the  Board  thirty  days  following  any 
such  nomination. 

D.  Guests 

1.  Guests  may  be  included  into  our  annual 
open  meetings  upon  invitation  of  mem- 
bers through  the  Executive  Office  of 
N.L.G. 

Note:  All  guests  shall  be  identified  and 
issued  Guest  Passes. 

E.  Membership  Fees 

1.  All  membership  applications,  both  re- 
gular and  associate,  shall  be  submitted 
to  the  Board,  accompanied  by  substan- 
tiating credentials  and  the  required 
entrance  fee  of  $20.00.* 

*Note:  There  will  be  no  annual  dues. 

2.  Members  will  be  automatically  dropped 
from  membership  in  this  Guild  upon 
cessation  of  their  numismatic  liter- 
ary/professional activities. 

F.  Membership  Classifications 

1.  There  shall  be  no  other  membership 
classifications  for  the  Numismatic 
Literary  Guild,  except  that  of  - 

a.  Regular 

b.  Associate 

c.  Honorary 

After  January  1,  1971. 

G.  Appendix 

1.  Nothing  pertaining  to  any  of  the  above 
requirements  for  membership  into  the 
Numismatic  Literary  Guild  shall,  in 
any  way,  alter  the  status  of  its  cur- 
rent members  and  associates. 


TIME  FOR  ADVERTISING 

A short  treasury  and  short  time  until 
we  have  our  annual  convention  has  neces- 
sitated the  continuance  of  selling  adver- 
tising. During  the  past  year  we  have  been 
fortunate  in  having  support  by  our  hobby's 
foremost  organizations.  Because  we  do  not 
have  a large  circulation,  the  only  way  our 
advertisers  can  benefit  is  by  N.L.G.  mem- 
bers being  aware  of  the  backing  our  Guild 
receives  and  by  considering  any  sponsor 
publicity  items  sent  to  them  in  care  of 
their  columns.  Your  cooperation  with  our 
sponsors  will  result  in  the  Guild  being  able 
to  continue  its  existence  and  holding  to  its 
policy  of  "The  Betterment  of  Numismatics". 

Advertisers  are  requested  to  consider 
the  members  who  see  their  ads  and  the  very 
special  group  who  belong  to  the  Numismatic 
Literary  Guild.  Continued  support  is  hoped 
for  and  we  once  again  request  placement  of 
your  ad  copy  in  the  next  year's  six  issues 
of  this  newsletter.  Rates  remain  the  same.... 
$100  for  a quarter  page  for  all  six  issues. 
Although  the  exposure  has  dropped  from  ten 
to  six  issues,  the  rise  in  membership  should 
balance  the  drop  in  exposure  time.  A full 
page  of  advertising  is  only  $400.  May  we 
have  YOUR  go-ahead? 

* * * * 

CAN  YOU  HELP? 

The  editor  of  this  publication  is  involved 
in  National  Coin  Week  and  therefore  may  ap- 
pear to  have  an  ax  to  grind  but  because  Na- 
tional Coin  Week's  function  is  to  help  our 
entire  hobby,  perhaps  your  patience  and  sup- 
port can  be  solicited. 

National  Coin  Week  in  1971  extends  from 
April  18  through  April  24.  N.L.G.  members 
Lee  Martin,  Maurice  Gould  and  Gordon  Greene 
are  among  the  ten  members  responsible  for 
focusing  the  nation's  attention  on  this  im- 
portant event.  Thus  far,  the  response  of 
coin  clubs  and  individuals  has  been  less  than 
enthusiastic.  A grand  total  of  four  requests 
for  information  has  been  received  and  unless 
more  publicity  is  given,  this  year  will  be 
the  cull  of  Coin  Weeks. 

A set  of  rules  is  available  from  Lee  Mar- 
tin, c/o  this  newsletter.  May  I send  one  to 
you?  It  seems  logical  that  N.L.G.  with  its 
columnists,  editors  and  publishers  should 
be  the  perfect  source  for  added  involvement. 
If  you  can  help  . . . please  request  a set 
of  rules  for  publicity  purposes. 

* * * * 


* * * * 
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TSK,  TSK,  TSK  . . . 

When  the  newsletter  was  suspended  for  two 
months,  a request  for  columns  was  forwarded 

o members.  Exactly  one  member  responded! 

„ur  sincere  thanks  to  John  McKay  Clements  for 
once  again  filling  the  void  with  superb  writ- 
ing. 

* * * * 

THE  G.M.  COIN  ROLLER  . . . 

A SHORT  STORY  ABOUT  A SHORT  RUN 
By  John  McKay-Clements 

Every  columnist  knows  that  the  hardest  part 
of  producing  his  brain  child  is  getting  the 
story  into  "X"  number  of  words.  Our  editor 
says  300  suits  him.  Let  us  take  the  Coin  Roll- 
er as  our  subject.  After  a lot  of  effort  I got 
down  to  about  600  words  for  the  local  paper's 
''Coin  Conversation"  - - and  hopefully,  still 
maintained  general  reader  interest,  not  a 
cold  bare  telegraphic  report  to  the  factory 
manager  on  how  poor  Whoosit  goofed  his  assign- 
ment. Let's  see  how  another  pruning  will  suit 
our  own  editor. 

The  opening  of  the  new  Philadelphia  Mint  in 
August,  1969  saw  many  impressed  by  the  new  coin 
roller  capable  of  producing  10,000  coins  per 
minute  compared  to  300  from  the  old  dual  stamp- 
ng  presses.  It  was  manufactured  by  General  Mo- 
tors with  an  advance  of  four  hundred  thousand 
dollars  against  a contract  price  of  half  a 
million.  Mechanical  problems  dogged  it  but  were 
cleared  one  by  one  to  the  point  where  it  oper- 
ated satisfactorily  for  short  periods.  Final 
acceptance  was  conditional  on  it  producing  119 
million  one  cent  pieces  during  a twenty  day 
production  run.  This  proved  beyond  its  ability 
due  to  short  die  life  and  in  spite  of  the  clos- 
est cooperation  with  leading  steel  manufactur- 
ers . 

Fifty  thousand  strikes  per  die-set  fell  far 
short  of  the  million  from  existing  presses, 
tripled  die  costs  per  set  made  matters  worse. 
Despite  this  dismal  picture,  the  House  Appro- 
priation Subcommittee,  with  commendable  opti- 
mism, set  aside  $1,770,000  on  September  29, 

1969  for  a second  roller  and  spare  parts.  Sig- 
nificantly, over  two  thirds  of  this  amount  was 
for  spares.  However  on  November  3,  1969  Mint 
and  General  Motors  officials  thoroughly  re- 
viewed the  situation  and  subsequently  top  Trea- 
sury officials  halted  the  project;  this  was 
to  be  done  by  mutual  consent  with  G.M.  return- 
ng  the  advance  payment  to  the  treasury. 

A letter  from  Mrs.  Mary  Brooks,  Director  of 
the  Mint,  February  26,  1970,  enclosed  a con- 
tract amendment  with  wording  to  the  effect 
that  agreement  had  been  reached  that  termina- 


tion was  in  the  best  interests  of  both  par- 
ties. Coin  World  reported  that  at  March  6, 
1970  the  signed  amendment  had  not  been  re- 
turned by  General  Motors. 

Let  us  hope  that  this  is  not  the  end  of 
somebody's  magnificent  dream  and  that  some 
day  the  answer  to  the  die  life  problem  will 
be  found.  Perhaps  the  machine  can  be  adapted 
to  producing  blanks  for  a biscuit  factory 
or  moulding  golf  tees  - - who  knows  - - we 
live  in  a wonderful  world. 

* * * * 


EQUATION  FOR  A GOOD  COIN  ARTICLE 
By  John  McKay-Clements 

X = f(A+B  + C)]-D  2 

Where  X = The  successful  article. 

A first  paragraph  that  demands 
attention. 

A last  paragraph  that  is  thought 
provoking  or  humorous,  or  both. 
Authoritative,  smooth  flowing 
material  tying  A and  B together. 
Elements  of  staleness,  stiffness 
and  stiltedness. 

The  successful  combination  of  A plus  B 
plus  C minus  D automatically  squares  the 
reader's  pleasure,  makes  him  want  to  read 
the  author  again,  and  even  wonder  why  he 
cannot  emulate  him. 


X = 
A = 

B = 

C = 

D = 


It  may  provoke  him  into  writing  an  article 
of  his  own.  I am  sure  Lee  Martin  would  ap- 
preciate it  if  he  made  it  about  200  to  300 
words  and  sent  it  to  the  N.L.G.  Newsletter. 
Lee  is  not  hard  to  get  along  with  and,  let's 
face  it,  even  a rejection  slip  is  a trophy 
of  some  kind  - - it  does  prove  beyond  doubt 
that  you  tried. 

"What's  that  you  say,  my  dear  Watson?  - - 
'The  equation  is  very  elementary'  - - of 
course  it  is.  It's  the  application  that's 
difficult.  Performance  is  the  thing." 

* * * * 


GOING  TO  ISRAEL? 

A number  of  N.L.G.  members  will  be  taking 
the  annual  tour  to  Israel  this  March.  Perera's 
foreign  money  guide  is  a fine  addition  to 
anyone  on  tour.  It  is  in  full  color,  gives 
U.S.  values  and  illustrates  banknotes.  A 50 
pound  note  equals  $14.29.  A 5 pound  note  is 
$1.43.  A 25  agoret  coin  is  seven  cents  and 
the  one  agoret  is  .0028.  Of  yes,  one  pound 
equals  .28.  We  could  go  on  but  buy  the  Per- 
era's guide.  It  is  published  by  Random  House. 
Perera  also  sells  pre-packs  of  money  for  most 
nations  in  $10,  $20  and  $50  lots.  Perera  Com- 
pany, Inc.,  29  Broadway,  N.  Y.  10006. 

* * * * 
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CHRISTMAS  CARDS  DELUXE 

In  addition  to  the  wonderful  Franklin 
Mint  issues,  a group  of  wooden  money  cards 
and  numerous  elongated  coins  were  used  to 
greet  numismatists.  Tom  Becker's  "Pax  Et 
Bourn"  card  illustrating  in  color  a smelter, 
plate  beater,  planchet  cutter  and  striker 
of  other  centuries  will  prove  to  be  a col- 
lectors' item. 

* * * * 

THE  COIN  PUBLICATIONS 

COINage’s  "COIN  COLLECTOR'S  YEARBOOK" 

(5th  annual)  features  staff  writing  but 
also  has  articles  by  Guild  members  Vir- 
ginia Culver,  Arlie  Slabaugh,  George  Rony 
and  Joel  Malter. 

COINS  Magazine  produced  an  annual  as 
its  February  dated  release.  In  addition  to 
the  Krause  staff,  it  features  by-lines  by 
Richard  Long,  Kenneth  Bressett,  Maurice 
Gould,  Carl  Allenbaugh.  Virginia  Culver 
scores  a beat  as  does  Arlie  Slabaugh  by 
being  in  both  annuals.  Q.  David  Bowers, 
normally  seen  in  Coin  World  in  the  past, 
is  also  represented  in  the  Coins'  annual. 

WORLD  COINS  January  issue  honors  world 
commemoratives . R.  C.  Bell  tells  about  a 
zoological  garden  and  tokens.  The  January 
issue  has  116  pages  and  illustrates  the 
continuing  trend  toward  world-wide  coin 
involvement . 

THE  NUMISMATIST  ...  The  most  striking 
cover  in  the  entire  reign  of  the  Numisma- 
tist is  the  general  opinion  of  hobbyists 
who  have  seen  the  January  issue.  Adding 
green  to  the  cover  makes  it  a standout.  In 
addition  to  regular  feature  experts  Melvin 
Fuld,  Ernst  Krause  and  Glenn  Smedley,  the 
issue  features  an  article  by  non-guild 
member  Richard  Hoober  on  "Emergency  Cur- 
rency of  189  3". 

ERROR  TRENDS  had  not  arrived  by  newslet- 
ter deadline  time  and  this  may  have  been 
due  to  a change  in  address  by  Arnold  Mar- 
golis.  His  new  move  will  allow  expanded 
coverage  by  the  'bible'  of  error  collect- 
ors . 

COIN  WORLD.  The  December  issue  (Dec.  30) 
had  the  very  interesting  new  feature  "Amer- 
ican Token  Finder"  by  Russ  Rulau.  A very 
worthwhile  and  important  feature  appears  to 
be  developing.  James  Johnson  continues  to 
sparkle  with  one  of  the  finest  columns  in 
our  hobby.  His  "Fine  to  Very  Fine:  should 
be  retitled  "Brilliant  and  well  Circulated." 

NUMISMATIC  NEWS.  December  22  issue  

stayed  on  top  of  the  Eisenhower  story.  Jerry 
Remick  continues  his  wonderful  coverage  of 


the  "Commonwealth  of  Coins".  Maurice  Gould 
covered  "Indian  Peace  Medals"  in  his  "Lore 
of  Numismatics"  column. 

COINage's  January  issue  contained  fore- 
casts by  prominent  dealers.  They  range  from 
"everything  is  rosy"  to  "everything  is  in 
the  red".  Guild  members  John  Queen,  Abe  Kos- 
off  and  Tom  Becker  join  regular  staff  and 
columnists  in  a diversified  issue. 

COIN  PRICES.  This  Krause  publication  has 
a cover  to  attract  you  no  matter  how  far 
away  you  stand!  Novel  treatment  of  an  inter- 
esting cover. 

NUMISMATIC  SCRAPBOOK.  January  issue  had 
not  arrived  by  deadline  time.  It  is  their 
annual  crystal  ball  forecast  release  and  can 
be  regarded  as  one  of  the  highlights  in  our 
hobby . 

* * * * 

NEW  RELEASES 

Obol  International  issued  "A  Catalogue  of 
the  Coins  of  Dalmatia  et  Albania"  by  Guild 
member  Soterios  Gardiakos.  "Gold  Coins  of 
Philippi"  by  Paul  Lambros  was  translated  by 
Betty  Gardiakos.  The  soft  cover  issue  is  in 
English  and  Greek.  Both  copies,  now  in  the 
N.L.G.  library,  are  available  to  you  upon 
request . 

* * * * 

AMERICAN  GOLD  NEWS  COLUMN 

From  the  San  Andrea,  California  newspaper, 
AMERICAN  GOLD  NEWS,  we  reprint  an  interest- 
ing column.  Gold  has  been  the  subject  of 
more  price  increase  forecasts  than  many 
stock  market  sponsored  releases.  Is  this  one 
wishful  thinking  also?  

HARRY  SCHULTZ  SEZ 

(from  Dec.,  1970,  American  Gold  News, 

San  Andreas,  Calif.) 

(Dr.  Schultz  is  publisher  of  the  Harry 
Schultz  Letter  at  170  Sloane  Street,  S W I, 
England) . 

UNLESS  U.S.  TREASURY  alchemists  come  up 
with  a formula  for  turning  lead  into  gold 
very  quickly,  they  will  have  to  recommend  to 
the  White  House  that  gold  supplies  to  be  in- 
creased by  a different  method  that  of  of- 

ficially raising  its  monetary  price-tag. 

That's  the  essence  of  the  message  being 
tapped  out  this  week  on  stock  & news  tickers 
around  the  world.  It's  still  a bit  subtle, 
fortunately,  with  no  panic  buying,  but  many  \ 
oldtime  trendwatchers  are  now  saying  "this  is 

it"  for  gold  and  there  is  no  power  to  stop 

a basic  force  trend  once  it  has  gathered  mo- 
mentum. 


THE  EVIDENCE  is  impressive.  Before  touching  on 
golden  events  of  the  week,  note  the  foundation 
laid  for  them  some  months  ago.  First  came  the  IMF- 
1 Africa  gold  pact,  which  put  a firm  floor  under 
gold.  (We  actually  pictured  a floor  in  HSL217  to 
illustrate  the  point) . 

Then  came  the  Jacobs-Fells  report  stating 
that  hardcore  demand  was  now  exceeding  supply,  and 
the  gap  would  grow  wider.  Then  a small  thing,  but 
a golden  straw  in  the  wind.  A liberal  advisory  let- 
ter changed  their  stand  from  a prior  expectation 
that  gold  "would  fall  below  $35"  to  saying  that 
pure  commodity  requirements  for  gold  would  push 
the  price  up  to  $100  or  more  in  a few  years  - - - 
a 180  degree  reversal  . . . Then  the  tempo  of 
events  began  to  speed  up.  In  recent  weeks  all  the 
really  big  guns  of  the  world  lined  up  on  the  side 
of  gold  and  against  the  $. 

BUT  THE  MOST  impressive  theatre  for  delivering 
the  gold  message  has  been  the  gold  bullion  market. 
Of  late,  gold  has  been  climbing  relentlessly  up- 
ward in  the  Zurich  and  London  markets,  much  to 
the  consternation  of  most  London  bullion  dealers 
(but  to  the  delight  of  the  only  one  who  recently 
jumped  on  the  golden  band-wagon  and  predicted  it's 
going  to  a great  deal  further) . 

Gold  smashed  thru  the  $38  barrier  last  week  as 
tho  it  wasn't  there.  This  week  it  penetrated  $39 
left  everyone  gasping.  Chartwise,  one  can  see 
a possible  temporary  holding  action,  with  consoli- 
dation logical  after  a sharp  rise,  before  the  next 
move  up.  But  pause  or  not,  the  gold  seems  well 
based  technically  and  fundamentally  to  move  to 
and  through  $40  before  long,  perhaps  before  the  1st 
snow  winter  falls  on  the  house  of  goldphobes  Mo- 
cat  ta  and  Goldsmid. 

Importantly,  too,  gold  is  winning  monetary 
points,  not  just  commodity  points.  More  people  in 
important  places  are  saying  we  need  gold  as  a sta- 
bilizer and  a measuring  rod. 

To  most  honest-money  people,  like  ourselves, 
this  is  most  important.  We're  for  gold  because  it 
represents  freedom,  security,  integrity,  honesty, 
control  over  government  — not  just  for  profits 

although  there's  no  harm  in  those  too.  We 

want  to  win  with  gold,  but  we'd  prefer  to  win  for 
the  "right  reason",  ie  gold  as  money,  not  just 
gold  as  a commodity. 

With  both  there  is  profit  but  with  the  former 
there  is  the  bigger  bonus  of  personal  liberty  - - - 
Two  good  examples  of  gold's  gaining  monetary 
ground  came  in  just  the  last  few  days,  one  from 
Paris,  the  other  from  London. 

In  the  London  Sunday  Telegraph  appeared  a mas- 
„j_ve  article  three  cols  x 15  inches  with  a bold 
headline : 

IN  THE  END  THEY 
WILL  HAVE  TO  DOUBLE 
THE  GOLD  PRICE. 
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NEW  RELEASE 

Dick  Trowbridge,  expert  in  the  realm 
of  British  Commonwealth  issues,  has 
added  to  his  laurels  . . . and  to  the 
N.L.G  library  ...  with  a donation  of  his 
newest  soft  cover  release,  "Queen  Anne 
Mystery  Farthings"  (Twenty  pages  of 
highly  entertaining  and  informative  in- 
formation) . 

* * * * 


Short  Takes 

CLASSIFIED  AD:  Two-story  home 
Arlington  on  bus  line  near  Holy  Trinity 
Church.  Very  god  condition. — Pough- 
keepsie (N.Y.)  Journal. 

* * * 

Bob  Devaney,  the  Indians’  halfback, 
gained  106  yards  in  19  carries  for  an 
average  of  better  than  five  years  a carry. 
— Union  City  (N.J.)  Hudson  Dispatch. 

* * * 

For  34  of  the  last  28  years,  the  Demo- 
crats have  controlled  both  houses. — Mil- 
waukee (Wise.)  Journal. 

* * * 

Co-hostesses  were  Mrs.  T M , 
Mrs  W M , Mrs.  0 D and 

Mrs.  W H aunts  of  the  broom-to- 

be. — Paris  (Texas)  News. 

* * * 

“He  went  through  the  war  with  a 
scratch.”  nurse  M . J M said 
the  president  told  her. — St.  Louis  (Mo.) 
Globe-Democrat.  s 

* * * 

The  Most  Rev.  Humberto  S.  Medeiros 
declared  yesterday  a day  of  Morning  in 
the  archdiocese. — New  York  Times. 

* * * 


Surviving  are  three  sons,  one  by 
marriage. — Dubuque  (Iowa)  Telegraqdi- 
Herald. 

* * * 

Resignations  have  been  submitted  by  the 
tight  Rev.  S B and  W . T , 
both  vice  presidents  of  the  executive 

council. — Washington  (D.C.)  Post. 

* * * 

The  schedule  includes  a murder  of 
small  discussion  groups  to  be  led  by 
members  of  the  advisory  committee. — 
Elyria  (Ohio)  Chronicle-Telegram. 
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When  Experts  Fall  Out 

The  editors  of  the  new  American  Heritage  Dictionary 
were  not  above  letting  their  own  biases  show  through  on 
occasion  in  the  way  they  stated  the  opinions  of  the  Usage 
Panel  that  was  formed  to  give  judgments  on  disputed 
points. 

Alibi  in  the  sense  of  excuse,  for  example,  is  described 
in  a usage  note  as  “acceptable  in  writing  to  41  per  cent 
of  the  Usage  Panel.”  This  leaves  a positive  impression 
until  the  reader  reflects  that  the  usage  must  have  been 
rejected  by  59  per  cent,  an  eminently  respectable  majority. 
If  the  editors  had  said  “acceptable  in  writing  to  only  41 
per  cent”  the  tone  would  have  been  truer.  The  expression 
senior  citizen,  likewise,  is  described  as  “acceptable  to  47 
per  cent”;  not,  you  will  notice,  “acceptable  to  only  47 
,per  cent,”  nor  “unacceptable  to  53  per  cent.”  All  of  fol- 
lowed by  a noun  (rather  than  all  alone:  all  the  apples), 
by  contrast,  is  evenhandedly  described  as  “acceptable  to 
only  39  per  cent”  (emphasis  supplied). 

Thus  perhaps  the  system  used  by  the  Merriam- Webster 
dictionaries  (including  Webster  III),  which  consists  of 
basing  judgments  on  an  extremely  wide  range  of  exam- 
ples, is  probably  sounder.  Webster’s  mistake  lay  not  in 
basing  its  judgments  of  standard  usage  on  what  its  edi- 
tors observed  to  be  prevalent  among  educated  people,  but 
rather  in  failing  to  warn  the  reader  that  certain  usages 
are  nevertheless  widely  criticized.  It  gave  such  warn- 
ings in  only  a few  instances,  and  thus  was  castigated  for 
what  its  critics  chose  to  regard  as  corruption  of  the  lan- 
guage. 

It  should  be  understood  that  the  American  Heritage 
Dictionary  is  of  the  so-called  desk  or  collegiate  size,  and 
thus  is  not  to  be  compared  in  scope  with  Random  House 
or  Webster  III,  both  hefty  volumes  that  are  advertised  as 
“unabridged.”  (Neither,  comes  close  to  being  unabridged 
in  the  sense  of  being  all-inclusive,  and  what  else  does 
“unabridged”  mean?) 

The  American  Heritage  Dictionary  contains  155,000 
words  (as  against  450,000  in  Webster  III  and  260,000  in 
Random  House),  and  its  physical  dimensions  are  8V2X- 
11x214  inches,  larger  than  any  other  desk  dictionary. 

It  has  done  away  with  the  appendixes  we  have  come  to 
expect  from  desk  dictionaries,  and  in  this  department  of- 
fers only  a scholarly  discussion  of  “Indo-European  and 
the  Indo-Europeans,”  whose  usefulness  to  the  general 
reader  may  be  questioned.  There  are  no  separate  lists 
of  abbreviations,  nor  of  geographical  or  biographical  en- 


tries, for  these  have  been  incorporated  into  the  body  of 
the  book,  which  may  be  counted  a gain  in  convenience. 

The  list  of  colleges  and  universities  that  is  a standard 
feature  of  desk  dictionaries  may  be  missed  by  some  users, 
and  so  may  such  things  as  a list  of  given  names  and  their 
meanings,  a dictionary  of  rhymes,  and  a manual  of  style. 
Unlike  any  other  dictionary  I know  of,  this  one  takes 
up  grammatical  points  (split  infinitive,  preposition  at 
end  of  sentence)  in  the  lexicon  under  those  headings. 

One  of  the  first  questions  usually  asked  about  a new 
dictionary  is  whether  it  contains  indecent  words,  and 
specifically  what  Dwight  Macdonald  (in  reviewing  Web- 
ster III)  called  “perhaps  the  most  important  one.”  That 
one  is  in  the  book,  with  the  others,  and  to  my  knowledge 
this  is  the  first  American  general  dictionary  to  include 
it.  There  is  no  reason  besides  prudery  to  exclude  any  such 
word  from  a dictionary.  Still,  what  were  regarded  until 
recently  as  unacceptable  vulgarities  and  obscenities  are 
now  so  common  in  novels,  plays,  and  the  underground  and 
college  press  that  the  editors  of  American  Heritage  did 
not  need  to  summon  any  great  courage  to  include  them, 
and  specifically  the  most  important  one,  at  this  time. 


Trials  of  an  Announcer 

If  you  can  read  the  following  paragraph  in  fifteen  seconds, 
without  mistakes,  you  can  boast  of  above-average  diction. 
It’s  a test  that  has  been  given  to  would-be  radio  and 
television  announcers. 

I bought  a batch  of  baking  powder  and  baked  a batch  of 
biscuits.  I brought  a big  basket  of  biscuits  back  to  the  bakery 
and  baked  a basket  of  big  biscuits.  Then  I took  the  b;~ 
basket  of  biscuits  and  the  basket  of  big  biscuits  and  mix 
the  big  basket  with  the  basket  of  biscuits  that  was  next  to 
the  big  basket  and  put  a bunch  of  biscuits  from  the  baskets 
into  a box.  Then  I took  the  box  of  mixed  biscuits  and  a 
biscuit  mixer  and  the  biscuit  basket  and  brought  the  basket 
of  biscuits  and  the  box  of  mixed  biscuits  and  the  biscuit 
mixer  back  to  the  bakery  and  opened  up  a can  of  sardines. 


Mere  wealth  can’t  bring  us  happiness 
Mere  wealth  can’t  make  us  glad; 

But  we’ll  always  take  a chance,  I guess. 
At  being  rich  and  sad. 

• 

The  love  of  evil  is  the  root  of  all  money. 

• 

Poverty  is  a wonderful  thing. 

It  sticks  to  a man  after  all  his 
friends  have  forsaken  him. 

• 

Take  care  of  your  pennies, 
and  the  dollars  will  take  care  of  | 
your  heirs  and  lawyers. 

0 

Few  of  us  can  stand  prosperity— 

A CORRECTION,  at  it  appaared  in  the  Watt  Broward  Timet  of  Fort  Lauderdale.  Florida,  recently.  another  man’s.  I mean. 

MARK  TWAIN 


Sew  Wats  A Louzy  817% 
Misstake  Amoung  Fiends? 

Inn  lassed  weak’s  times,  the  hedline  onn  Page  IA 
sed  pop-pulasion  hear  Is  up  90%.  It  sedthe  saem  thing 
Inn  the  hedline  on  Page30A.  proovingweear  concistent. 

Both,  yu  mussed  no  bt  now.  wer  Inn  errer.  Tha 
correcked  flgur,  as  that  storie  sed,  Is  907%. 

Wee  at  tha  times  conceed  this  iss  a larg  errer. 
but  we  referr  yu  too  an  ould  adage:  Iff  yu  mussed 
goof,  goof  withe  a flare;  small  errers.  like  small 
mines,  go  unnotissed. 


From  "THE  AMERICAN,  1912" 
(no  relation,  doggone  it!) 


ABE  MARTIN 

ON  ANCIENT  AND  MODERN  JOURNALISM 


“ ’M  a gittin’  tired  o’  buyin’  newspapers 
I that  haint  got  nothin’  in  ’em  but 
| beauty  hints,  editorials  on  th’  unrest 
■'*“  in  India,  eczema  ads  an’  sportin’ 
gossip,”  said  Ex-editur  Cale  Fluhart,  as  he 
threw  his  mornin’  paper  away  an’  lit  a cer- 
tain famous  brand  that  comes  three  in  a 
pasteboard  case. 

“Back  in  th’  early  seventies  before  editurs 
thought  anything  about  money  an’  patent 
medicine  contracts  we  used  t’  print  fearless 
newspapers  an’  depended  on  gittin’  our  cash 
by  strikin’  off  hoss  bills.  Once  in  a long  time 
we  took  a burdock  bitters  er  a ague  ad,  but 
it  wuz  uncommon  an’  they  wuz  hid  on  th’ 
last  page. 

“If  you  wanted  t’  see  a reg’lar  editur  in 
them  days  all  you  had  t’  do  wuz  t’  go  int’  a 
Republican  county  an’  look  up  th’  editur  o’ 
‘Th’  Democrat ,’  er  go  int’  a Democratic 


Ah  ye  knights  of  the  pen! 
May  honour  be  your  shield, 
and  truth  tip  your  lances! 

Be  gentle  to  all  gentle  people. 
Be  modest  to  women. 

Be  tender  to  children. 
And  as  for  the  Ogre  Humbug, 
Out  sword  and  have  at  him! 


When  some  feller  had  been  tipplin’  a little, 
he’d  pay  cash 


county  an’  hunt  up  th’  editur  o’  ‘Th’  Repub- 
lican.’ Ever ’buddy  knew  who  wrote  ever’ 
thing  in  th’  ole  time  weekly  newspaper,  an’ 
ther  wuzn’  no  hidin’  behind. ‘Th’  Forum’  er 
‘Th’  Voice  o’  th’  People.’  Editurs  wuz  per- 
fectly satisfied  t’  write  hot  stuff  an’  take 
turnips  an’  apples  an’  wood  on  subscription. 
I’ve  seen  th’  time  when  I had  so  much  four- 
foot  wood  piled  around  my  office  that  it 
looked  like  ole  Ft.  Wayne  in  1812.  Once  in 
a long  time  when  some  feller  had  been  tip- 
plin’ a little  he’d  pay  cash.  We  got  lots  o’ 
railroad  passes  too,  an’  I’ve  taken  my  whole 
family  t’  Niagary  Falls  an’  back  on  seventy- 
fiv  cents  er  a dollar.  In  th’  ole  days  ever’ 
time  ther  wuz  a weddin’  th’  editur  got  some 
cake,  an’  if  water  melons  wuz  j'ist  beginnin’ t’ 
come  in  all  he  had  t’  do  wuz  t’  print  a item 
like  this,  ‘Carter  Brothers,  our  hustlin’ 
young  grocers,  have  jist  received  a fine  lot  o’ 
Georgy  water  melons,’  an’  th’  next  day 
they’d  send  one  up  t’  th’  office.,  . . (fid. 

NOTE. .Howzat  for  style!) 


KRAUSE  PUBLICATIONS,  Inc. 

The  Coin  Collectors'  Capital 

IOLA,  WISCONSIN  54945 


COINS  MAGAZINE 


It  A A 
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• 

Keeping  knowledgeable  collectors  knowl- 
edgeable is  our  job.  Ve  do  it  through 
continually  updating  the  authoritative 
references  you  know  as  the  "Red  Book", 
"Blue  Book",  "Current  Coins  of  the 
World"  and  others.  All  from  the  world 
of  Whitman  ...  a wonderful  way  for 
you  to  keep  pace. 


Whitman  Hobby  Products  from 

WESTERN  PUBLISHING  COMPANY,  INC. 

Racine  Wisconsin  53404 


Rediscover  Your  Heritage 


Through  Historic 
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Presidential  Art  Medals,  Inc. 


10  W.  National  Road 
Englewood.  Ohio  45322 
Telephone  (513)  836-5145 
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Certified  Coins. 


99  Company  is  proud  to  Join 
the  happy  family  of  Numismatic 
Literary  Guild  advertisers. 

Our  organization  Is  the  founder 
of  the  " Certified  Coin"  context. 
Each  new  coin  Issue  Is  wedded  to 
a stamp  of  compatible  Interest'' 
and  then  placed  into  an  envelop® 
with  a die  cut  symbol.  The  entire 
unit  Is  then  postmarked  and  a 
time-date  certification  Is  born. 
We  will  be  happy  to  forward  added 
data  for  your  columns. 
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Company/ P.O.  Box  99, 
San  Clemente,  California  92672 


WANTED 


West  Indies  & Caribbean  Island 
Coins,  Tokens  and  counterstamped 
issues  of  Spanish,  French,  Bri- 
tish, Dutch,  Danish  & United 
States. 


RAY  BYRNE 


Life  Member,  A.N.A.,  C.N.A.,  TAMS, 
N.L.G.,  A.N.S.,  O.I.N.,  A.V.A.,  FRNS 


701  No.  Negley  Ave.  Phone 

Pittsburgh,  Pa.  15206»(412)  441-0700 
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NORTH  HOLLYWOOD.  CALIF.  91802 
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CARL  B.  YOUNGER,  M.D. 


ED  McCLUNG 


A GALLERY  OF  AMERICAN  GREATNESS 
CAPTURED  FOREVER  IN  MAGNIFICENT 
BRONZE  AND  SILVER  MEDALS. 
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GREAT  AMERICANS 
AT 


NEW  YORK  UNIVERSITY 


The  most  distinguished  series  of  medals 
ever  issued  in  the  United  States .Created 
by  the  foremost  sculptors  of  our  time  and 
faithfully  reproduced  in  metal  by  the 
Medallic  Art  Company  of  New  York . Sixty-two 
out  of  ninety- two  are  now  available. 
DISTRIBUTED  BY: 


THE  COIN  & CURRENCY  INSTITUTE, INC. 
Pub! i s hers -Distri bu tors -Manufacturers . 
393  Seventh  Ave.,  New  York.N.Y.  10001 
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BEHN-MILLER  Publishers 


1625C 

Ventura  Blvd. -Suite  340 
Encino,  Ca. -91316 
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Discover  The  Art  of  Minting  at  The  Franklin  Mint 


A Special  Invitation  to  See  Our  New  Home 

Here  at  the  world’s  largest  and  foremost  private  Mint, 
the  finest  proof  coins  and  medals  are  produced.  How 
we  do  it  makes  for  a fascinating  guided  tour  - fun 
for  you,  your  children,  your  group. 

Our  new  $10  million  plant  includes  a 600-foot- 
long  glass  enclosed  visitor’s  gallery  which  allows  you 
to  actually  see  the  many  exciting  steps  involved  in 
the  art  of  minting.  You’ll  view  the  most  modern  and 
only  silver  bullion  continuous  casting  installation  of 
its  kind  in  a mint. 

Part  of  your  tour  will  include  seeing  the  actual 
coining  process  ...  the  proof  coining  room  — a room 
so  clean  even  the  entire  1 50,000  cubic  feet  of  air  is 
changed  and  purified  every  90  seconds  . . . and  an 
intriguing  exhibit  of  how  a coin  is  made  from  the 
original  idea  to  the  finished  product. 

You  will  have  the  opportunity  to  view  a full-color 


movie  (it  was  an  award  winner  at  the  International 
Film  and  TV  Festival  of  New  York)  that  vividly  por- 
trays the  exciting  history  of  coining  . . . what  a proof 
finish  is,  how  it  is  achieved  and  why  it  is  so  desirable 
. . . why  coins  and  medals  become  valuable  . . . and 
many  other  fascinating  facts  about  the  art  of  minting. 

Our  Gift  Shop,  the  last  stop  on  your  tour,  has 
lots  of  unusual  and  delightful  items,  and  you  are 
welcome  to  browse. 

Tours  are  conducted  by  advance  reservation  only, 
Monday  through  Friday,  between  the  hours  of  9 a.m. 
and  4 p.m.  Reservations  may  be  made  by  writing  to 
The  Franklin  Mint.  Public  Relations  Department,  or 
by  calling  2 1 5-459-6 1 68. 


THE  FRANKLIN  MINT 

U.S.  ROUTE  l ( south  of  Media) 
Franklin  Center,  Pennsylvania  19063 


